
Society 5.0: Aiming for a New 

Human-cantered Society Japan’s Science and 

Technology Policies for Addressing Global 

Social Challenges. 

We are now in a new era, one in which innovation driven by enabling 

technologies such as IoT, AI, and robotics are bringing significant changes to the 

economy and society. In anticipation of global trends, the 5th Science and 

Technology Basic Plan, adopted by the Japanese Cabinet in January 2016, 

presented Society 5.0 as a core concept. 

 It was identified as a strategic part of the “Basic Policy on Economic and Fiscal 

Management and Reform 2016,” which is a basic policy for economic fiscal 

management and reform, and furthermore as one of the growth strategies for 

the “Council on Investments for the Future,” which was established in 

September 2016 as a headquarters for innovation strategy to enhance Japan’s 

growth potential.  

Why the Japanese government promoting Society 5.0 now, and what is the 

government’s vision of the society on which Japan’s future nation will be built? 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

The “Super Smart Society” Aimed for by Society 5.0 A super smart society is 

characterized as follows: a society where the various needs of society are finely 

differentiated and met by providing the necessary products and services in the 

required amounts to the people who need them when they need them, and in 

which all people can receive high-quality services and live a comfortable, 

vigorous life that makes allowances for their various differences such as age, 

sex, region, or language. It is called this to indicate a new society created by 

transformations led by scientific and technological innovation, following 

hunting society, agrarian society, industrial society, and information society. 

 

 

 

 



 

There is a need for “systemization” of services and projects, more advanced 

systems, and coordination between multiple systems, and we will promote 

efforts toward building a common platform (a super smart society service 

platform) in collaboration with industry, academia, government, and related 

ministries. 



 

As a specific initiative, full-fledged collaborative research between industry 

and academia will be promoted, involving the creation of innovation and 

ecosystems including ventures and the like. 

 


